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During the middle ages the monasteries in England, Ireland, France and Germany preserved this knowledge whilst the Arabs preserved the GrecoRoman knowledge and expanded the uses of their own resources, together with Chinese and Indian herbs unfamiliar to the Greco-Roman world. It was the Arabs who were the first to privately own pharmacies (8th century) with Avicenna, a Persian pharmacist, physician, philosopher and poet, contributing much to the sciences of pharmacy and medicine. 2 
State of Natural Products Usage
The use of natural products as medicines has been described throughout history in the form of traditional medicines, remedies, potions and oils with many of these bioactive natural products still not identified. The dominant source of knowledge of natural product uses from medicinal plants is a result of man experimenting by trial and error for hundreds of centuries through palatability trials or untimely deaths, searching for available foods for the treatment of diseases. 3 The use of alcohol and opium to ease pain, of cinchona bark (the source of quinine) to treat malaria and of Ipecac for amebic dysentery can be cited as examples of early man's therapeutic successes despite his ignorance of the causes of these ailments.
The past few years, however, have seen a renewed interest in the use of natural compounds and, more importantly, their role as a basis for drug Unani is an ancient Greek holistic medical system with a history that can be traced back 2500 years. Unani has also attracted considerable attention all over the world, especially in India, where it has been integrated into the national health care system. 
Conclusion
The contributions of natural products to health care cannot be over With the riches of modern technology, such as in synthesis, fermentation, pharmacology, pharmacodynamics, together with biological diversity, chemo-diversity and great breakthroughs in evolutionary techniques or concepts combined with a wealth of knowledge about natural products, it will be possible to establish a large compound library for drug screening.
This will enhance the possibilities for individual treatment and prevention of disease.
